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From the Lips of Jesus:

"In Heaven Ranking k Not Rank!" lPartFourl
Mark 10:35-45

Regardless of your endeavor, people tend to measurc greatness by how
far andhow fast you climb the 'latter of success'. And this is especially true if
your achievements are based upon hardwork and perseverance as opposed to
nepotism. But for most people, especially those living in Third World
counffies, just to survive each day is difficult enough. Comedian, Fred Allen
said it best: "The world is a grindstone and life is your nose."

Speaking of achievement, C. S. Lewis quipped: "The only people who
achieve much are those who want knowledge so badly that they seek it while
the conditions are strll unfavorable. Because when all is said and done

favorable conditions never come." 1 To borrow an old clich6, "One must

sffike while the iron is hot!" Or, perhaps you prefer the adage which says,

"The early bird catches the worm."

But when it comes to a person's status, or ranking in the kingdom of
God, a dlfferent ga:uge or scale is used. Jesus explained that our service to God
is the one and only way to get ahead, which necessarily evokes a person's
genuine motives. A burning desire to get to the top of the heap will only
impede us. So, rather than seeking accolades or self-acclaim, we must focus
our attention on the needs of others.

Previously, Jesus and His disciples hadtraveled to the other side of the

Jordan in a region called Perea. Upon their retum, they went through Jericho

where Jesus informs them that they must make their way up to Jerusalem for
the Passover Feast. During which time He would be handed over to the chief
priests and scribes and suffer deathat the hands of the Gentiles. But this was

I Wayne Martindale and Jerry Root, Editors, The Ouotable La,vis (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers,

1990) pg. 176. Attributed to an article entitled, "The Weight of Glory"
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not the first time the Lord had spoken of His impending death and passion.

Twice before Jesus told them He must futfilt all that the prophets had written
about Him.

Jesus took them aside explaining tn greaterdetait the events that were to
takeplace. He said He would be mocked [Mark 15:17-20; Luke 23:11,35-391,
scourged [M4rk 15: 15], spat upon [Mark 14:65; 15: 19] and put to death in a vile

manner [Mark 10:341. But that after fhree days the Son of Man would rise

aga:ra [Mark 8:31; 9:31].

Undoubtedly the disciples were distraught on hearing about these dire
predictions. In the back of their minds they mlght have contemplated this
scenario. If their Rabboni must die, then surely the inaugurafion of His earthly
reign would quickly ensue. Thus, soon they, too, would hold positions of
authority.

As Jesus' revelationbeganto sink in, the disciples contemplated how
best to maneuver into positions of prominence whereupon they asked: (cWho is

the greotest in the kingdom of heawn?t' Apparently, two of them viewed this as

an opportune time to seek the most esteemed seats of honor; one on Jesus'

rrgltt, and the other to His left.

But before condemning these two brothers for their callousness, we
should examine our own motivations. For after all, isn't rank and privilege
what we desire most in this life?

Later, James and John would come to the startling rcalizatton, just as

we, too, must do insofar as: PLACEMENT IS NOT BASED ON
IIERITAGE (repeat).

KAnd lames and lohn, the sons of Zebedee, cafire up to Him and said to flim,
(Teacher, we yant You to dofor us whatever we ask of Yoa,' And He said to theru,
(Whot do yoa want Me to dofor you?t And they said to Him, (Grant us to sit, one

at Your right hand and one at Your left, in Your glory,' "

In Matthew's account, Salome, the mother of James and John, initially
broached this subject [Matthew 20:20,211. And although it has not been
verified, Bible scholars have long held the belief that Salome was the sister of
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Jesus' mother, Mary [cf. John 19:251. If so, then they were Jesus' cousins as
was John the Baptist.

After her not so subtle overture, her sons also made their desires known.
If indeed Salome was Jesus' aunt, it raises aninteresting point. Was this
perchance a spontaneous request? Or,hadthey conspired by reminding Jesus
of His famrly ties and obligations?

Can you imagine if Emily Post had been present during this discourse?
Why, she would have vehementty objected to such an uncouth request! The
mere thought of rc-aranging the place settings, especially at a formal banquet,
would have broken every rule of proper etiquette and protocol!

But this passage involves much more than the seating affangement at the
wedding banquet of the Lamb of God to that of His bride, the Church. It's my
contention that James and John had not the slightest inkling aboutwhat they
were asking. ..andl darc say, neither would we!

Yet, in spite of their presumptuousness, notice Jesus' reaction. There's
no indication that the Lord was either upset, or indignant. In fact, Jesus might
have been sympathetic as to their plight! With those piercing eyes, Jesus might
have gazed into the depths of their souls when He said, '(You do not know what
yoa ale osking, Are you able to drink the cap that I drink, or to be baptized with
the baptism withwhich f am baptized?"

Jesus then took them aside and explained to them in greater depths the
kingdom of God: EARTHLY STANDARDS WILL BECOME PASSE
(repeat).

Instead of denouncing them, He asked: "Do you know what you are asking?
Do you understand the implicationsT" Without waiting for aresponse, Jesus
asked them two pertinent questions: "Are you truly ableto drink the cup that I
drink? And are you prepared to be baptized in the manner which I am to be
bapnzed?" Itmay have slipped your notice, but Jesus made use of a time-
honored Jewish expression; one which literally meant "to share someone else's
fate."

Believe me when I say, this was NOT a play on words! Dr. John
MacArthur cofllmented: "In the Old Testament the 'atp' was often used as a
symbol of God's wrath [Isaiah 51:17 , 22; Jercmiah 25:15-17 , 27 -29;
Lamentations 4:21, 22; Ezelcrel 23:31-34; Habakkuk 2:161. As for His 'baptism'
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this refers to the Lord's immersion into suffering [cf. Luke 12:50]." 2

Oh, if only James and John hadretracted their untimely and unseemly
request! But their foolish pride got the better of ttrem for both exclaimed: "We

are able." And with thatpronouncement, Jesus replied: c(The cup thot I drink
you will drink, and with the baptism with which f am baptized, yoa will be

baptized..."

According to Church tradition, James was the first apostle to be
martyred. He died by the sword on orders from King Herod Agrippa. John,
the youngest of the disciples, lived longer than his peers, but he, too, suffered
on account of his faithin Christ. He was placed in a vat ofboiling oil, but
miraculously survived. Later he was exiled to the Isle of Patmos where he
wrote the apocryphal writings found in the Book of Revelation.

But the Lordwas not only addressing James and John. Jesus also
reminded the others that in heaven the determination of greatrress is in stark
contrast to the ways of this world [1 Peter 5:141.

Jesus closes this segment by saying: '(For even the Son of Mafl catne not to

be seryed bat to serye, end n gfue His tife as a raflsornfor many.' Which begs the
question: During the three years of their apprenticeship, had these men farled
to heed Jesus' teachings? Were they oblivious to the ways by which Jesus had
lived, both privately and publicly?

But an even greater question was brought to the forefront. Why had it
come to this? Didn't the prophets of old portray the Messiah, Israel's
Redeemer-King, as a mighty warrior? The image of a 'suffering servant' was

the furthest thing from their minds. Contextually speaking, the word "for"
means "inplace of'. Itunderscores the substitutionary nature of Christ's
sacrifice. The Greek word "ransom" (lutron) was a commonly used in the slave

market for the price paidto secure either a slave, or a prisoner.

In other words, the ransom Christ pardto God was the "legal"
transaction to satisff, or otherwise to appease His Father's divine wrath for
man's sin. And the ransom demanded was nothing short of Jesus'blood
atonement [Leviticus l7:11; Hebrews 9:221. Suffering the brunt of God's fury
was symb ohzedby the "cltp" Jesus was required to drink. And the baptism He
was to suffer was necessary to ensure our etemal security.

2 Dr. John MacArthur, The MacArthur Study Bible (Nashville: Word Bibles, 1997) pg. 1430.
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But as to the places of honor, Jesus explained: RANKING IN IIEAVEN
WAS ALREADY PRE-DETERMINED (repeat).

When will we get tt through our thick skulls that the kingdom of God is
like no other world? To put it mildly, it literally is 'out of this world'! God's
realm is not centered in manmadepalaces with thrones amidst all kinds of
regalia. Put another way, the kingdom of God dwells in the hearts and minds
of all believers in every age: past, present and future.

Think of heaven as a future rcahty while still veiled in our present
circumstances. It falls under the realm of 'the already and the not yet'. Yes, we
are the children of God. Yes, we arcbenefactors of God's all-sufficient gtace.
Yes, we have all the rlghts and privileges as heirs of His eternal kingdom. At
the same time, we find ourselves living in the 'here and now'. We're besieged
by selfish ambitions. We still must dwell in a most vile and wicked world.
We're st'll encased in a fleshy body ttrat confines and resfficts us and is prone
to sin. But, in due course, this, too, shall pass!

The late John Stott, in his book titled, The Cross of Christ, writes: "Our
world (andeven the Church) is fulI of James' and John's, go-getters and status-
seekers, hungry for honor and prestige, who measure life by achievements, and
dreams ofsuccess..." 3

It's not left to us to decide where we shall sit amidst all the other saints.
The scale used to measure God's divine elect has been pre-ordained. The only
thing we should pre-occupy our minds with is the undeserved privilege of
being called a child of God!

Yet, day in and day out, we find ourselves amidst the hustle and bustle
of this maddening world. People drive too fast towards their immediate
destination without giving a moment's thought as to their ultimate destination!
We climb, we crawl, we claw our way upwards, only to discovet that it's all for
not!

I close with these thoughtful words by D. L. Moody: "The measure of a
man is not how many servants he has, but how many men he has seryed."
With that being said, "May I please take your order, sir?"

Let us pray...

3 Attributed to Damian Phillips in a sermon titled "servant Leadership: Empowering the People"
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